
The Mission Action Plan for 
 

St John the Baptist Church 

Chipping Barnet 

(Barnet Church) 

 

A church with a story to share 
 

...a church at the heart of the community, 
serving the people of Chipping Barnet, 

worshipping Jesus who is at the centre of our 
shared life together…  



Introduction 

St John the Baptist church, Chipping Barnet has been serving 

the people and community of Chipping Barnet since 1250AD. 

The church has seen many changes over the centuries and faces 

the challenge of responding to a rapidly changing world, 

seeking to be a prophetic voice in the world. The church stands 

on the top of a hill, in the centre of Chipping Barnet. 

Through previous benefactors such as the Ravenscroft family, 

the church has been involved in activities such as education 

and alms housing. Today we seek to be a church playing its 

role as a centre of civic life in the area. 

Living God’s Love 

The Diocese of St Alban’s launched a mission initiative rooted in ‘Living God’s Love’ 

which is demonstrated by 

 Going Deeper into God 

 Transforming Communities 

 Make New Disciples 

As a church we have used this as a model for preparing our Mission Action Plan and are 

grateful to the wisdom and experience of diocesan staff who have been with us on this 

journey.  

…in conversation… 

At the ADCM in February 2016, a listening process began seeking to discover God’s 

loving purposes for the parish. The ‘conversation’ had at its heart a longing to listen to 

God’s voice though our conversations with one another and a community soaked in 

prayer and worship. As a part of our listening process we did the following:  

 Looked at the Poverty data from the Church Urban Fund. 

 Had 3 away days, one for the DCC and 2 for the church as a whole 

exploring the theme of mission in the parish. 

 Set up four working parties to discuss issues surrounding: Welcome and 

Hospitality, Children and Families, Community Engagement, and Pastoral 

Care.  

 The congregation was invited to respond to a number of questionnaires 

concerning our ministry to families and providing care for those who are 

sick, isolated or grieving.  

 The working parties collected the information and provided suggestions 

for the future mission of the church.  

As a result of this work, we identified a vision for the church. At its heart is a longing to 

grow our church and to be a thriving community of faith. 



Our Vision: 

As a part of God’s church in Chipping Barnet we seek to be: 

 A Spirit-filled, cross-shaped, Eucharistic community proclaiming the 

Good News of God in Jesus Christ and welcoming people into his 

Kingdom.  

 A people rooted in the Scriptures, soaked in prayer and nourished by the 

sacraments; demonstrating the amazing hospitality of the living God. 

 A people who welcome friend and stranger, young and old into our church 

that we may turn into disciples those who meet with Jesus.  

 A church which nurtures leadership and vocation in people of all ages. 

 A Christ-like people serving the people of Chipping Barnet by works of 

service offered with love and compassion.  

This vision will be rooted in  

our Shared Common Values of: 

 Hospitality 

 Compassion 

 Hope 

 Forgiveness 

 

 

In order to fulfil this vision, each working party set a number of objectives: 

To hold an Everybody Welcome course in 

church in 2016 to nurture a welcoming 

community demonstrating the awesome 

generosity of God. 

To develop and train a Welcome Team that 

the church may extend God’s welcome to 

friend and stranger alike. 

To create a Welcome Pack describing the 

life and activities of the church. 

To develop our ministry amongst those who 

come to us for the occasional offices of 

baptism, marriage and funerals.  

Welcome and Hospitality 

To create a Befriending Team who will visit 

the lonely, isolated and sick in the parish. 

To run the Diocesan Pastoral Care course to 

train the team. 

To develop the bereavement care offered by  

the church, nurturing the Bereavement 

Group, developing a team of bereavement 

visitors and to update the church booklet on 

bereavement. 

To develop and train a Prayer Ministry Team 

which will offer prayer for healing and 

wholeness during the week and on Sundays.  

Pastoral Care 



The working parties will prioritise and oversee the implementation 

of the actions required to achieve these objectives.  

In addition to the goals set out by the working parties, the DCC and staff team will be 

committed to: 

 Review the worshipping life of the community ensuring that the church is soaked 

in prayer and worship, and that our worship is accessible to both those who are 

regular members and to those who are new to our church. 

 Look at developing new leaders in the church and nurturing vocation to ordained 

and lay ministries.  

 Provide effective financial stewardship of the church, and to look at allowing the 

building to pay for itself. 

 Review the staffing and leadership structures of the church. 

…and the future… 

Of course this is only the beginning, there is so much more we can do as a church.  We 

need to pray for our future and to see God’s hand at work in the community. We need to 

do more to engage with our community. There is much to do. With careful planning, and 

God’s help, we can do great things. 

To run an Alpha Course in a local pub. 

To organise a Community Carol service at 

Christmas. 

To carry out a thorough community audit to 

prepare for future Mission Action Planning.  

To develop a programme of outside worship 

with our fellow Christians in Churches 

Together in Chipping Barnet.  

To further develop our Chaplaincy in Barnet 

and Southgate College and our work with 

schools in the parish. 

Community Engagement 

To develop Children’s Activities during the 

9.30am Sung Eucharist. 

To create a programme of children’s 

holidays to encourage fellowship and 

growth and in faith. 

To introduce Baptism preparation and 

follow up. 

To run a Parenting 

Course. 

To run a Summer 

Holiday Club. 

Children and Families 

Ministry 

Pray.  

Get involved in the working parting parties; they are open to everyone. 

Share your ideas and talents; we all have something to offer.  

And pray some more! 

What can I do? 


